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Thursday, Jan. 9 Meeting
6:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Program
Sandy Bottom Nature Park

Birding the Amazon
By Pete Peterman

The Amazon Rainforest is the largest tropical
rainforest in the world. It absorbs over 40% of our
carbon dioxide and transforms it to oxygen and thus
is often called the “Lungs of the World.” It has 390
billion trees with 16,000 different species. The
Amazon River is the largest river in the world based
on volume of water delivered to the Atlantic Ocean
and is second in length only to the Nile. It is
believed to be over 55 million years old, and hosts in
species 40,000 plants, 427 mammals, 1300 birds,
378 reptiles, 400 amphibians, 3,000 fishes, and 2.5
million insects. It is the most significant ecosystem
on our planet. I travelled to a portion of this
ecosystem this past August, and I will present some
of my experiences and photos of birds during the
presentation.

Capped Heron by Compte de Buffon

Thursday, Feb. 13 Meeting
6:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Program
Sandy Bottom Nature Park

Results from the HRBC 2024
Christmas Bird Count Led by Bill Boeh

By Mark Sopko

HRBC Outdoors

Regular Bird Walks in Newport News Park
7:00 AM on 1st and 3rd Sundays of all 12 months,
but not on Mar. 2, 2025 (marathon race).

Meet at big parking lot behind Ranger Station.
Leader: Jane Frigo birderjane@gmail.com

home 757-873-0721, cell 757-776-7925

Field Trip to CBBT Island with Driving Escort
7:30 AM Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025

Sign up required (see page 2)

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com
757-320-9191 (text or phone)

Field Trip to Back Bay Tram, Virginia Beach
8:30 AM Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025

Sign up required (see page 2)

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com
757-320-9191 (text or phone)

Field Trip to York River State Park

8:30 AM Saturday, Mar. 22, 2025

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com
757-320-9191 (text or phone)




Field Trip to Hog Island WMA, Surry County
7:00 AM Saturday, April 12, 2025

Need both prior sign up and ID on trip itself
Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com
757-320-9191 (text or phone)

Field Trip to Great Dismal Swamp

6:30 AM Saturday, May 3, 2025

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com
757-320-9191 (text or phone)

Field Trip to Voice of America Gameland, NC
5:00 AM van departure, Saturday, May 17, 2025
Sign up begins at April 10 meeting

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com
757-320-9191 (text or phone)

Field Trip to Chesapeake Bay Bridge
Tunnel (CBBT) with Driving Escort
7:30 AM & 10:00 AM Saturday
January 11, 2025

By James Abbott

Spaces may or may not be available to you to attend
this trip. If you wish to attend, please contact me at
jaa3469@gmail.com or 757-320-9191, including
name in voicemails or text so I can add you to my
contacts. You will have to fill out CBBT paperwork,
return it to me, and select the preferred time (7:30
AM or 10:00 AM). There is a fee of $5.00 CASH
due at the time of the trip. It may even be possible to
sign up for this field trip at the January 9 club
meeting at Sandy Bottom. If you can no longer make
it for any reason, please let me know so I can update
availability.

Birdwatching on the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel
is a unique opportunity to view some of our rare
winter visitors such as Great Cormorant, Razorbill,
Harlequin Duck, and King Eider. The meeting point
for this trip is the South Toll Plaza of the CBBT at
(4400 Northampton Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA
23455). You pull off into the parking lot on the right
just before the toll plaza. Carpooling is extremely
important to minimize the number of vehicles. We
will have two groups you can sign up for, as each
group is limited to 14 participants. GROUP 1 will
arrive at 7:30 AM, depart at 8:00 AM, and run from
8:00-10:00 AM. GROUP 2 will arrive at 10:00 AM,

depart at 10:30 AM, and run from 10:30 AM -12:30
PM. You can continue onto the Eastern Shore once
we reach the far side for more birdwatching if you
desire.

Field Trip to the Back Bay Tram
Virginia Beach
8:30 AM Saturday, February 15, 2025

By James Abbott

As space is limited, sign up (which began at the
December 2024 club meeting) closes on February 4,
2025. Contact me at jaa3469@gmail.com or 757-
320-9191; include name in voicemails or text so |
can add you to my contacts; if the space is available
I will confirm your reservation. If you can no longer
make it for any reason, please let me know so I can
update availability. You can bring your $14.00 fee to
the January 9 club meeting. This trip has a maximum
capacity of 23 participants. Virginia State Parks has
restructured their program fees at False Cape and the
new group tram rate is a flat $350 for the 4-hour
tour.

Arrive at Back Bay Visitor Center (4005 Sandpiper
Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23456) at 8:30 AM. The
tram will depart at 9:00 AM. Be sure to have $14.00
CASH ONLY, if you have not brought it to a club
meeting. Along the way we will have the
opportunity to see many winter waterfowl especially
Tundra Swan as well as loons, ibis, and rails. There
will be short hikes around the Visitor Center before
or after the tram ride as well to Little Island Pier for
a chance to see Gannet and Razorbill. The tram is
open and WILL BE COLD, so dress accordingly in
layers and bring blankets. A snack and drinks are a
good idea as well. There are bathrooms available
halfway through.

The Maxey’s have hosted people at their house in
Sandbridge the night before the tram trip in years
prior. If you are interested in that please reach out to
them at emaxey(@verizon.net




Photo Contest Winners for
Winter

By Michael Meyer

November

Silver by Pete Peterman

Pete: "The Yellow-billed Cuckoo was taken on Oct
7th at Chippokes State Park".

e : A
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Gold by William McKellar

William: “One afternoon in November, I decided to
go out and check for birds in my backyard and found
this lovely Yellow-bellied-Sapsucker. I watched and
took many pictures of this beautiful woodpecker, but
this one was my favorite.”

reat Blue Heron
Bronze by Lynn Chandler

Lynn: "The Great Blue Heron caught my attention
tucked up in the pine tree. He looked like he was
praying his bedtime prayers with his eyes closed.




The photo was taken at 4:30pm Friday, November
8th as the sun was sinking fast."

December

Eastern Bluebird
Gold by William McKellar

William: “I got up early that morning to do my usual
backyard birding. Right when I got out the door, I
saw 4 Bluebirds inspecting nest boxes. I
photographed them for half an hour in good lighting
and got one of my favorite photos of a Bluebird I
have ever taken.”

Rusty Blackb1rd
Silver by Pete Peterman

Pete: "The Rusty Blackbird was taken at NN Park
during our regular bird walk on 17 Nov."

- Mandarm Duck
Bronze by Lynn Chandler

Lynn: “The Mandarin male [not shown above] was
calling out to the other ducks on Thursday,
September 12th at 3pm. He first showed up on my
creek Jan. 25, 2023 and has never left the area. The
Mandarin Female [above] showed up on my raft on
Sunday, November 24th at 7am and she also has not
left the area as I saw her again on Thursday,
December 26th at 10am. I'm looking forward to the
chance they meet up and make ‘little Mandarins’ to
swim around in the area!”

Here are the photo contest rules:

1. A member may submit up to 2 photos each month
taken in the last 60 days.

2. Please name each file with the photographer and
the bird’s name (i.e., ShawnDash_ Osprey).

3. Submit to Michael Meyer
(michael.meyer@cnu.edu) by the 10" of each
month.

4. Winners will be contacted by the newsletter editor
to provide either a short writeup or a brief phone
interview from which a narrative may be composed.




Our Holiday Dinner Party
of December 12, 2024

Angie Herring, Marilyn Adair, Shawn Dash, and
Jane Frigo

The group was called to order, Jane gave a solemn
invocation, and Shawn asked for a round of applause
for our Hospitality Committee. Every table had a
fine centerpiece on generous loan from Bethel
Baptist Church, and whimsical Brenda Tanner had
lined the bottom of each with birdseed.

Hopitality Committee of Jeannie Atkins
and Brenda Tanner at the desert table
Brenda and Jeannie were assisted in decorating by

their respective husbands C.L. and Harold, but also
by John and Marilyn Adair, and Keith and Jane

Frigo. The assembled multitude (or most of it)
looked like this:

Benda and C.L. Tanner with Gwen Harris on the
left with Harold and Jeannie Atkins and Walt Harris
on the right.

We then enjoyed eating, especially the sweets.
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James Abbott,

e
Ryan Walsh and Heidi Young on left
with Melissa DeHart and David Singletary on right

A bird ID contest came next. Our goofs were funny.
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Henry, Katrina and Shawn Dash.

Thanks are due to young Henry above, who treated

us to solo a cappella songs about Santa, snow and a
dreidel.

Sunday Walks in Newport News Park
By Bill Boeh

Links to eBird reports for November and December
2024 events are at the column on the right. Each link
takes you to the text summary of a HRBC “1st and
3rd” Sunday walk in Newport News Park; and to the
associated eBird checklist(s). Checklists often have
photos. The same information is at
www.hamptonroadsbirdclub.org under “Club
Activities.”

Date Location Report Link
Nov.3 NN Park https://ebird.org/tripreport/290325
Nov. 17 | NN Park https://ebird.org/tripreport/293388
Dec. 1 NN Park https://ebird.org/tripreport/297512
Dec. 15 | NN Park https://ebird.org/tripreport/304642

Seeking Lost Species of Birds

Dr. Samuel Johnson remarked that Shakespeare’s
characters are “commonly a species” instead of just
individuals. In countless readings and performances
of over thirty plays, species like Mercutio (“a plague
o’both your houses”) in Romeo and Juliet are never
lost. Last June ornithologists Cameron L. Rutt et al.
(2024) reported on a search ‘Global gaps in citizen-
science data reveal the world’s “lost” birds’ in

The White-naped Pheasant Pigeon above is not lost.
But the related and formerly lost Black-naped
Pheasant Pigeon was rediscovered on Fergusson
Island of Papua New Guinea. Wikipedia says they
are subspecies of the Pheasant Pigeon.

Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment. Check
Pat Leonard’s summary in ScienceDaily
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2024/06/240
617173448.htm The Constable Foundation and the
American Bird Conservancy provided support.

Rutt et al. searched millions of photos, videos and
audios, most of them at the Cornell Macauley
Library. Data from iNaturalist and xeno-canto were
used. 144 species were first labeled as lost; and as of
June 2024, it was down to 126. Our Ivory-billed
Woodpecker is still missing, as are 6 species from
Hawaii. This vital conservation effort continues.



President Shawn Dash drshawntdash@gmail.com 915-491-6227
Vice President Mark Sopko mgsopsopko@gmail.com 804-815-2897
Secretary William Boeh phrogdolph@gmail.com 757-951-7959
Treasurer John Adair adairjj@gmail.com 757-224-8920
Board (7/22-6/25) Michael Meyer michael.meyer@cnu.edu 757-303-4790

Board (7/23-6/26)
Board (7/24-6/27)
Board (former Pres.)

Pete Peterman.

Dianne Snyder.

Dave Youker

rwpeterman(@verizon.net

dianne5657@cox.net
youkerd@aol.com

757-766-8658
757-872-6747
757-344-9385

Field Trip Coordinator James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com 757-320-9191
Web Editor Wendy Maxey emaxey@verizon.net 757-483-3003
Web Editor Ellis Maxey emaxey@verizon.net 757-483-3003
Hospitality Brenda Tannner brtanner@hotmail.com 757-867-8407
Hospitality Jeannie Atkins. jeannie.and.harold@icloud.com 757-513-5674
Publicity Vacant

Newsletter Editor Thomas Charlock tomcharlock@gmail.com 757-746-9190
Membership Gwen Harris gwenkharris65@gmail.com 757-898-8649

TO JOIN OR RENEW. If you would like to join the Hampton Roads Bird Club or renew your membership, there are
several convenient ways to do so. Dues remain at $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families. New members, and
anyone whose information has changed, please complete the form below and send to John Adair, HRBC Treasurer.
Submit your application and payment as follows:

1) Mail to: John Adair, 109 Nansemond Turn, Yorktown, VA 23693, adairjj@gmail.com.

2) Drop off at: Wild Wings Nature Store, Glendale Shopping Center in Newport News.

3) Pay by PayPal or credit card at: https://www.hamptonroadsbirdclub.org/membership.

Hampton Roads Bird Club — Membership Form
New Me

mber (F/I) Renewal Date:

Name(s):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: H: C: W:

Email(s):

O Only check this box if you need the newsletter delivered via the postal system;
HRBC is trying to save trees and reduce club expenses by using email.

Editor (T. Charlock)

Hampton Roads Bird Club

22 Executive Drive

Newport News, Virginia 23606-2225




