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Thursday, March 10, 2022 Meeting                           

7:00 PM using internet Zoom             
Shawn will email link to members 

The Wonderful Warblers 

By Bob Schamerhorn 

 

Bob Schamerhorn grew up in 

Lynchburg, Virginia and was 

fascinated with nature since 

childhood.  This interest had him 

exploring his neighborhood 

creeks, the foothills of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains, and the salt-marshes of the Outer 

Banks, North Carolina.  Bob is currently a resident 

of Richmond, where he lives with his wife, best 

friend, and number one supporter, Lori. As an 

advocate of conservation, he frequently shares his 

experiences with nature at over ninety venues and 

with a variety of organizations.  Bob generously 

shares a multitude of his photos and programs on his 

website, www.iphotobirds.org.  This will be Bob’s 

fourth presentation to our club. 

 

Meeting information from John Adair 

 

 
Wood Warbler (Le Pouillot)                                   

by Georges-Louis Leclerc 

 

Thursday, April 14, 2022 Meeting 
7:00 PM 

probably via internet Zoom 

but perhaps also  
at Sandy Bottom Nature Park 

 

Impact of Agricultural Practices on 
Grassland Bird Nesting                       

in Western Virginia 
 

By Katie Foster 
 

Katie Foster, the HRBC Education 

Fund recipient is a senior and 

graduate student at CNU.  Katie 

will present the findings to date on 

her graduate thesis research at 

farmlands around her hometown 

near Stanton, Virginia.  Katie’s lifelong passion for 

animals led to her high school internship at the 

Wildlife Center of Virginia.  She majors in 

organismal biology at CNU and is in her first year of 

a Master’s degree program in Environmental 

Science.  Besides her studies, Katie is a volunteer 

with Nature’s Nanny Wildlife Rehabilitation (a 

raptor rehabilitation center in Chesapeake).  She is 

also a lab-assistant for the ornithology class at CNU 

and works part time at the Wild Birds Unlimited 

store in Yorktown. 

 
Meeting information from John Adair 

 

 
HRBC Outdoors 

 
Because of Covid-19, all HRBC outdoor events 

require minimum social distancing of 6 feet. Groups 

larger than 8 will be divided; this requirement can 

cause “first-come/first-served” circumstances.  Face 

 

http://www.hamptonroadsbirdclub.org/
http://www.iphotobirds.org/


covering is needed and must be worn if distancing 

cannot be maintained. Carpooling and sharing of  

equipment are not allowed. Failure to comply will 

result in immediate cancellation of the event. 

 

Regular Bird Walks in Newport News Park 

7:00 AM on 1st and 3rd Sundays all 12 months, 

unless the city schedules a special mass event. 

Meet at big parking lot behind Ranger Station. 

Leader:  Jane Frigo birderjane@gmail.com         

home 757-873-0721, cell 757-776-7925 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trip on York River Side of Colonial 

…Parkway (see this page) 

7:00 AM Saturday, March 12, 2022    

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com   

757-320-9191 (text or phone)  

 

HRBC Spring Bird Count (see this page)  

probably April 16? or April 23? 

Main leader:  Bill Boeh dolphrog1@yahoo.com  

757-951-7959 

 

Possible Trip to Craney Island (see page 3) 

Hopefully April 23? 

Leader: James Abbott jaa3469@gmail.com   

757-320-9191 (text or phone)  

 

Field Trip on the York River Side of 
the Colonial Parkway 

7:00 AM Saturday, March 12, 2022 

By James Abbott 
 

The March field trip will be on Saturday the 12th on 

the York River side of the Colonial Parkway. This 

will be our last chance at migrating waterfowl as 

they move back north. We will meet at the Target off 

199 (200 Marquis Pkwy, Williamsburg, VA 23185). 

We will caravan down the parkway stopping at pull 

offs all the way to Yorktown Beach. We will meet at 

7:00 AM. You can text 757-320-9191 or 

email  jaa3469@gmail.com to let me know you 

intend to join or if you need to reach me the day of 

the trip. 

 

 

HRBC 2022 Spring Bird Count 

Date TBD 

By Bill Boeh 

The HRBC has been conducting the Spring Bird 

Count (SBC) since 1995.  Please join us in being 

part of this citizen science effort to support bird 

conservation.  It’s great fun and a great way to help 

conserve the birds--and for new members, a great 

way to be introduced to some of the best birding 

sites in our region. 

The typical count spans most of the day, but some 

counts only go for a few hours.  Don’t hesitate to 

participate because you don’t feel you’re proficient 

enough at identifying birds-sector counts are led by 

our more experienced birders.  You can contribute 

by adding more eyes and ears to help detect the birds 

for identification (and counting).  It’s a lot of fun and 

you’ll be building your identification skills as well. 

The date for the count is not yet determined.  It’s 

normally the last Saturday in April, but the Virginia 

Society of Ornithology’s annual meeting is 

scheduled for that date this year (April 29).  The 

count will likely be either April 16 or April 23; I 

can’t select the date yet, as there’s a field trip to 

Craney Island tentatively scheduled for April 23. 

The count will be conducted in the same manner as 

the Christmas Bird Count, within the Newport News 

circle.  The circle is divided into 13 sectors (see map 

on page 10); each sector will have its own team of 

observers. If you have any questions, feel free to 

email me at dolphrog1@yahoo.com or 757-951-

7959. 

 

 

                        European Widgeon by Leclerc 

NO SUNDAY BIRD WALK ON 
MARCH 6, 2022 

 
Because of Newport News  

“One City Marathon” 

 
But Jane will still show to lead 
7:00 AM Saturday, March 5, 

behind NN Park Ranger Station. 
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Possible Field Trip to Craney Island 

hopefully Saturday, April 23?, 2022 

By James Abbott 

 

As for April, I did receive good news from Craney 

that a field trip should be possible. However, I will 

not know the details until March, I will reach out to 

the club when I hear from the Corps.   

jaa3469@gmail.com  757-320-9191 (text or phone)  

__________________________________________ 

 

From Jane Frigo:  "The Newport News Park 

Winter Bird Sector Count was canceled for January 

29 because of a winter storm. A big ‘Thank You’ to 

those people who volunteered to help with the count, 

some of whom would have been willing to try 

regardless of the snow!  Hopefully next year will 

be better."    

 

The scheduling of other HRBC events for 2022 has 

had us spinning topsy-turvy. A field trip for January 

22 was cancelled due to weather. A second trip using 

an open-air tram to Back Bay on February 12 was 

cancelled by authorities because of Covid-19; trip 

leader James Abbott used the date for a Grandview 

excursion described below. 

 

 

Report of Field Trip to Grandview 
Nature Preserve (2/12/2022) 

 

By James Abbott 
 

 
From bottom left, Pete Peterman's camera and 
wrist, then Jacques van Montfrans' arm reaching 

into spouse Elizabeth Wilkins' green backpack, 

Gary Wright, Jane Frigo, trip leader James Abbott, 

and Dave Youker (a week or so after his birthday) 

The Hampton Roads Bird Club had a field trip on 

2/12/2022 to Grandview Beach in Hampton, 

Virginia. Weather was cool in the morning but 

warmed up to the 60s with plenty of sun. There were 

good numbers of expected waterfowl and shorebird 

species present with the highlights being several 

Common Golden Eye, a female Long Tailed Duck, 

and large rafts of Redhead off in the Bay. We had an 

impressive number of Northern Gannett in close and 

feeding on a school of bait fish. 

 

Species list for Grandview (2/12/2022) 

 
Canada Goose 

Mallard 

Redhead 

Lesser Scaup 

Scaup Species 

Surf Scoter 

Black Scoter 

Long-tailed Duck 

Bufflehead 

Common Goldeneye 

Hooded Merganser 

Horned Grebe 

Mourning Dove 

Tree Swallow 

Black-bellied Plover 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Sanderling 

Dunlin 

Herring Gull 

Great-black backed Gull 

Ring-billed Gull 

Red-throated Loon 

Common Loon 

Northern Gannet 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Brown Pelican 

Black Vulture 

Bald Eagle 

Carolina Wren 

American Robin 

Northern Mockingbird 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

White-throated Sparrow 

Savannah Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 

 

 
Review of Jonathan Meiburg’s 
“A Most Remarkable Creature” 

 

By Pete Peterman 
 

 
 

I don’t often praise books but this one is an 

exceptional work of research and adventure. The 

book is about the ten different species of Caracaras, 

a bird of prey belonging to the falcon family that 

mailto:jaa3469@gmail.com


lives in South America. The cover is a watercolor 

painting of a Striated Caracara by George Forster 

made during the Captain James Cook’s second 

voyage to explore the southern continent (1772-

1775). Striated Caracaras are found on the Falkland 

Islands. 

 

The book is divided into 4 sections and has maps 

and color photographs that help to locate where 

Meiburg is doing his travels and research. It has 

extensive notes and bibliography and at the end has a 

diagram of “The Evolutionary Journey of the 

Caracaras” showing when each of the ten species 

developed. 

 

Meiburg captures throughout his travels to meet 

these inquisitive, scrappy, and adaptable birds a 

feeling of gratitude of being able to live among 

them. The fact that "evolution can fashion a mind 

like ours from different materials" is the focus of this 

sweeping exploration of how these extraordinary 

animals evolved, how they live now, and what may 

become of them in an increasingly human world. 

The book is extremely well written. Here are 

presented impressions, concepts as complex as 

species' movements over geologic time, in a way 

that is at once clear and beautiful. He brings in the 

19th century naturalist, William Henry Hudson who 

spent an idyllic boyhood in the Pampas region of 

Argentina, and unlike his contemporary, Charles 

Darwin, who remained ever the careful, conservative 

scientist, Hudson carried an almost spiritual 

adoration of the region throughout his life.  

Other books that came out in 2021 that I have 

enjoyed reading are Scott Weidensaul’s “A World 

on the Wing, The Global Odyssey of Migratory 

Birds” and Sy Montgomery’s “The Hummingbirds’ 

Gift, Wonder, Beauty, and Renewal on Wings.” I’d 

also recommend Dominic Couzens book, “Songs of 

Love & War, The Dark Heart of Bird Behavior.” 

Couzens is a British ornithologist and wildlife 

journalist and this book came out in 2017. Happy 

Reading! 

 

 
 

HRBC Photo Contest Winners 

January and February 2021 
 

For January, Pete Peterman took gold, Laura Mae 

silver and Lynn Chandler bronze. But for February, 

contest chief Michael Meyer informs that “As never 

before seen in the history of the HRBC Photo 

Contests, we have a tie for 1st place in February's 

contest.   

 

Gold - Pete Peterman - Bonaparte's Gull 

Gold - Lynn Chandler - Turkey Vultures with a    

…………………………Great Blue Heron 

 

The judges remain in awe.  No further medals for 

this month.”  

 

But we do have three winners for January, Pete 

Peterman, Laura Mae, and Lynn Chandler. HRBC 

BirdNotes will group images by author in the order 

Pete, Lynn, and then Laura. 

 

  

 
Long-tailed Duck by Pete Peterman                           

(1st place for January) 

 

From Pete Peterman: “The Long-tailed Duck 

was photographed at Barnegat Lighthouse State 

Park, New Jersey on December 27. I used a Nikon 

mirrorless Z-50 with the Nikon 200-500mm f5.6 

lens at 1/800s at an ISO of 280. For the Bonaparte's 

Gull [on the next page], it was photographed during 

the Virginia Society for Ornithology (VSO) trip to 

OBX at Lake Mattamuskeet, NC on February 4. I 

used the Nikon D500 with the Nikon 200-500mm 

f5.6 lens at 1/1000s at an ISO of 320.” 

 

 



 
Bonaparte's Gull by Pete Peterman                                          

(tied 1st place for February) 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Osprey by Lynn Chandler                                       

(3rd place for January) 

 

 

 

 

From Lynn Chandler: “The three Turkey 

Vultures showed up first and then the Great Blue 

Heron went over and tried to barge into the meal, but 

the TVs held their ground and tore most of the fish 

apart, ate it, and then the heron finished it off.  First 

time in 23 years I witnessed a heron competing for 

food against TVs.” 

 

 

 
Three Turkey Vultures, a fish, and a Great 

Blue Heron by Lynn Chandler                                      
(tied 1st place for February) 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Purple Sandpiper by Laura Mae                             

(2nd place for January) 

 

From Laura Mae: “This Purple Sandpiper was 

photographed on January 1, 2022 at 10th View 

Street in Norfolk. I spotted it foraging with Ruddy 

Turnstones on breakwater rocks. This sighting 

appears to be ebird’s first January sighting of this 

species in Norfolk.  It is also ebird’s first sighting of 

this species in West Ocean View. 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S99842127 

 

“Purple Sandpipers have a large range and are said 

to have the northernmost winter range of any 

shorebird (extending into Greenland).”  

 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S99842127


 

 

Rules for the HRBC photo contest: 

 

1. Each member may submit up to 2 photos taken in 

the last 60 days each month. 

2. Please name each file with the photographer and 

the bird’s name (i.e., ShawnDash_Osprey). 

3. Submit to Michael Meyer 

(michael.meyer@cnu.edu) by the 10th of each 

month. 

4. Winners will be contacted by the newsletter editor 

to provide either a short writeup or a brief phone 

interview from which a narrative may be composed. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    Protecting a Sock Thistle-Feeder from… 
 

 

 

 

 
2021 Christmas Bird Count Results 

 
By Bill Boeh 

 
Below is a quick summary of our contribution (12/18/2021) to the 121st Audubon Christmas Bird 

Count.  This information was presented at the HRBC February meeting, but it is reproduced here 

for those who couldn’t attend.  Data from 2021 and 2020 are below (figures in parentheses 

represent data from 2020 for comparison): 

• Total Species: 115 (126) 

• Total Birds: 20,104 (20,849) 

• Observers In Field:  40 (32) 

• Feeder-watchers:  4 (9) 

• Number of Field Parties: 16 (15) 

 

2021 (2020) Bird Count Effort: 

Means Hours Distance (Miles) 

On Foot 82.0 (70.4) 51.0 (49.5) 

By Car 35.2 (39.3) 230.6 (280.8) 

At feeders 8.4 (37.0) N/A 

Owling 0 (1.3) 0 (2.3) 

Totals 125.6 (148.0) 281.6 (332.6) 

 

PUTIN 

OUTPUT 
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General Comments: 

• Weather: Relatively warm with light winds, morning fog, light rain in afternoon. 

• Sea ducks were generally few in number, particularly those species that tend to stay 

offshore and don't enter bays/rivers (e.g., Northern Gannet).  This was likely due to the 

fog in the morning hours, which greatly limited offshore visibility.   

• Birds not observed that are normally present:  Northern Gannet, Fox Sparrow. 

 

Notable observations: 

• First ever Black-throated Blue Warbler (Marc 

Nichols/Harpersville)  

 

 

 

 

• 1 Black-Crowned Night Heron                                    

(Laura Mae/Chesapeake)           

• 4 Brown Creepers--on the same tree! (FortMonroe) 

• 2 Tree Swallows, Saltmarsh Sparrow,                                                                                       

9 American Pipits (Grandview) 

• Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Phyllis Simonetta’s feeder) 

• All-time high numbers observed for Bald Eagle, Clapper Rail, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 

Downy Woodpecker, White-breasted and Brown-headed Nuthatches, Eastern Bluebird, 

and Black-and-white Warbler. 

 

Below graphs depict trends over time since 1993 (I chose to start the data trend analysis at 1993 

since all thirteen sectors have been covered consistently since then): 

 



 

 

 

 

2021 Christmas Bird Count Participants.  Below is the list of participants by sector.   Let me take 

this opportunity to express my gratitude to all who participated—obviously without them, there 

is no count! 



Airport  

 Walt Harris* 

 Gwen Harris* 

 Lorraine Austin 

 C.L. Tanner 

Chesapeake Ave.  

 Ellis Maxey* 

 Wendy Maxey* 

Ft. Monroe 

 Bryan Barmore* 

 Sharon Burton* 

Grandview  

 Pete Peterman* 

 Stuart Sweetman 

 Bill Williams 

Hampton  

 Dave Brown* 

 Cary Koronas 

Harpersville 

 Jane Frigo* 

 Marc Nichols 

Harwoods Mill  

 Meredith Bell* 

 Lee Bell* 

 John Adair 

 Marilyn Adair 

Langley  

 Mark Sopko*  

 William Boeh 

Mariner's Museum  

 Elisa Flanders* 

 Peggy Waterfield 

Mercury North 

 Dave Youker* 

 Tracy Tate 

Newport News 

 Michael Meyer* 

Poquoson 

 Betsy Garrett* 

 Holly Horton 

 Andrew Horton 

 Wally Horton 

 Marjorie Schenck 

Tabb 

 Andy Hawkins* 

 Marilee Hawkins* 

 

Feeder Watchers: 

 Barb Abraham 

 Mary Copeland 

 Shawn Dash 

 Bettye Fields 

 Phyllis Simonetta 

 David Singletary 

 Vicki Cooper 

 Melanie Paul 

 Tom Charlock

 

The above sectors are mapped on the following page. Sector leaders are marked with an asterisk (*).  
Editor’s note: the above names may be those from the 2020 count. Bill is now on travel. 

 

A Count Summary Report (generated by Audubon) that includes the number of birds observed by species will 

be posted on the HRBC website. 

 

Audubon has an online analysis tool—the Christmas Bird Count Trends Viewer 

(https://www.audubon.org/conservation/where-have-all-birds-gone).  Users can input a target species, target 

area (down to the state level), and target time period (year range).  The tool will yield the annual per cent 

change in the species population in the target area over the target time period.  Some sobering results can be 

found here.  For example, the American Bittern population in Virginia declined by -3.1% annually since 1970, 

and abundance declined from over 15 million to just over 3 million. 

 

Finally, I received the following in an email from Audubon regarding their analysis of the 2020 Christmas 

Bird Count: 

 

While the COVID-19 pandemic definitely put a damper on the more social aspects of the 

counts, and a few count circles in high-transmission areas decided to cancel for the year, more 

than 2,000 counts still took place. Director of the CBC, Geoff LeBaron noticed some really 

interesting trends in the data, and he and the rest of Audubon’s Science team have spent some 

time digging into the numbers. Learn more about how some pandemic-related practices 

actually made the CBC data better—plus lots of other cool information—in Geoff’s 121st CBC 

Roundup, available online here. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at dolphrog1@yahoo.com. 

 

https://www.audubon.org/conservation/where-have-all-birds-gone
https://www.audubon.org/news/121st-christmas-bird-count-summary?ms=science_citizen-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20211204_american-birds_&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20211204_american-birds&utm_content=&emci=2cd84f6a-5054-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=78360524-1355-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&ceid=1407184
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Poquoson 

Harwoods Mill 

Airport 

Tabb 

Harpersville 
Mercury 

North 

Langley Grandview 

Hampton 

Fort 

Monroe 

Newport 
News 

Mariner’s 
Museum 

Chesapeake 



President Shawn Dash.                        drshawntdash@gmail.com 915-491-6227 

Secretary William Boeh dolphrog1@yahoo.com 757-951-7959 

Treasurer John Adair adairjj@bunt.com 757-224-8920 

Board: (7/19-6/22) Barbara Abraham araknophyl@cox.net 757-244-0767 

Board: (7/20-6/23) Walter Harris walthh2@gmail.com 757-898-8649 

Board: (7/21-6/24)                     Katrina Dash                        kmdash4@gmail.com                           915-471-1287 

Field Trip Coordinator James Abbott                        jaa3469@alum.uncw.edu                     757-320-9191 

Field Trip Coordinator Marc Nichols                        mnichols@hampton.gov                       757-825-4835 

Web Editor Wendy Maxey emaxey@verizon.net 757-483-3003 

Web Editor Ellis Maxey emaxey@verizon.net 757-483-3003 

Hospitality Jane Frigo birderjane@gmail.com  cell  757-873-0721 

Hospitality Dianne Snyder dianne5657@cox.net 757-872-6747 

Newsletter Editor Thomas Charlock tomcharlock@gmail.com 757-599-3418 

Publicity Michael Meyer michael.meyer@cnu.edu 757-303-4790 

Membership Gwen Harris gwenkharris65@gmail.com 757-898-8649 

 

TO JOIN OR RENEW.  If you would like to join the Hampton Roads Bird Club or renew your membership, there are 

several convenient ways to do so.  Dues remain at $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families.  New members, and 

anyone whose information has changed, please complete the form below and send to John Adair, HRBC Treasurer.  

Submit your application and payment as follows: 

1)  Mail to:  John Adair, 109 Nansemond Turn, Yorktown, VA 23693, adairjj@gmail.com.  

2)  Drop off at:  Wild Wings Nature Store, Glendale Shopping Center in Newport News. 

3)  Drop off at:  Wild Birds Unlimited, Kiln Creek Parkway in Yorktown. 

4)  Pay by PayPal or Credit Card at: https://www.hamptonroadsbirdclub.org/membership. 

 

Hampton Roads Bird Club – Membership Form 

    New Member (F/I) ____          Renewal ____                  Date: _________________ 

 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  H: ___________________ C: _____________________ W: ___________________ 

 

Email(s):  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Only check this box if you need the newsletter delivered via the postal system;  

HRBC is trying to save trees and reduce club expenses by using email. 

============================================= 

Editor (T. Charlock) 

Hampton Roads Bird Club 
22 Executive Drive 

Newport News, Virginia 23606-2225 
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