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September 14 Meeting
6:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Program
at Sandy Bottom Nature Park

Prothonotary Warbler Monitoring on
the Coastal Plain of Virginia

By Shirley Devan

Shirley Devan describes the efforts of the Coastal
Virginia Wildlife Organization (CVWO) to monitor
prothonotary warblers. A past president of the
Williamsburg Bird Club, she is presently on the
Boards of both the Virginia Society of Ornithology
(VSO) and CVWO. Shirley has been monitoring
these birds at Northwest River in Chesapeake since
2011; and banding adults and nestlings. CVWO’s
volunteers monitor boxes on the Dragon Run in
Gloucester County, at Newport News Park (Dave
Youker), and James City County (Chickahominy
Riverfront Park and Powhatan Creek Park). She will
be introduced by our club's representative to the
CVWO, Andy Hawkins, who will speak briefly
about the CVWO and it's goals.
[Information/scheduling from Pete Peterman.]

Hosted by Shawn Dash, Andy Hawkins, Jane Frigo
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Black Skimmer (by Bob Schamerhorn)

October 12 Meeting
6:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Program
at Sandy Bottom Nature Park

Coastal Birds of the Atlantic
By Bob Schamerhorn

The Atlantic Coastline contains a great diversity of
bird species: Gulls, Terns, Skimmers, Sandpipers,
Plovers, Herons, Egrets, Swans, Ducks, Geese,
Mergansers, Grebes, Rails and more. This wide
variety of species, typical to the coast, is discussed
and shown with beautiful photography and
entertaining stories by acclaimed nature
photographer Bob Schamerhorn. Bob, a Virginia
native, has had an innate passion for nature and art
since childhood. His love for nature was nurtured
throughout his youth by generous members of the
Lynchburg Bird Club, who regularly participated in
local birding activities, as well as Virginia Society of
Ornithology (VSO) events. He is a three-time
alumnus of the Virginia Garden Club’s Nature
Camp. After graduating from E.C. Glass High
School he studied Art and Design at Virginia Tech,
and has worked in art related fields ever since. He is
the founder of Infinity Graphics, a business which
was started in 1996 in Bedford County and moved to
Richmond ten years later. The emergence of digital
camera technology enticed his re-connection with
nature photography. Since then, several of his
photographs have won awards and twice appeared
on the cover of Virginia Wildlife Magazine. Images
have also been utilized for conservation efforts like:
Audubon Virginia’s Important Bird Area (IBA),
eBird Virginia website, Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas
2 (VABBAZ2) and more. In 2006, the weekly photo-
blog at iPhotoBirds.com began, which is broadcast
to over a thousand recipients each week. His
photography is regularly shown at art festivals
throughout the state and shared through education
programs at bird clubs, garden clubs, camera clubs,
and photography seminars. He is a member of the
Colonial Nature Photography Club, the Virginia
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Society of Ornithology, and is on the Board of
Directors of The Richmond Audubon Society. Bob’s
hope is to educate and inspire the conservation of
nature by capturing and sharing its beauty. He
considers himself, “An enthusiast, not an

expert!” [Information/scheduling from Pete
Peterman.]

Hosted by Gwen Harris, Dave Youker, Wendy
Maxey
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Great Horned Owl at Newport Ne
on July 16, 2017 (by Dianne Snyder)

HRBC Outdoors Sept/Oct

Regular bird walks in Newport News Park
First and third Sundays of every month, 7:00 AM
Meet in big parking lot behind the Ranger Station.
Jane Frigo birderjane@gmail.com 757-873-0721

Field Trip to Hog Island (see page 3)

Saturday, 7:00 AM, September 16, 2017

Andy Hawkins andrewcurtishawkins@gmail.com
cell 757-870-9641

Field Trip to Kiptopeke (see page 4)

Saturday, 7:00 AM, October 14, 2017

Andy Hawkins andrewcurtishawkins@gmail.com
cell 757-870-9641

President’s Perch

By Shawn Dash

| would personally like to take a few moments to
welcome all of our members back after a summer
apart; and to greet all our new members to the
Hampton Roads Bird Club. This year promises to be
a great one, with interesting speakers, field trips, and
other activities.

I have recently updated lectures for my zoology
class, and that got me thinking about symbiosis or
the deep relationships some species have with one
another. As I sit here in my office, | see a few ants
tending aphids and realize that neither would be
successful without the other. The Hampton Roads
Bird Club is the same. Without so much dedication
to running the club, organizing field trips, leading
Sunday walks, and bringing shacks, the club would
just be group of people wandering in the woods
instead of a supportive and close-knit community. If
| have not thanked you personally, know that your
work has not gone unnoticed and | salute you. |
would not be anything in this position without Dave
Youker who provides so much wisdom and energy
to keep me on track and engaged.

The club is in the midst of relaunching our webpage;
an impressive project being led by Wendy and Ellis
Maxey as well as Katrina Dash. The HRBC webpage
has been updated, maintained, and hosted by
Meredith Bell for numerous years and the club
wishes to thank her again for all of her time and hard
work. As we move forward with the site we would
like to ask our members to donate a few photos of
the club members and birds for use on this new site.
Any photos or suggestions for the website can be
sent to Katrina Dash at kmdash4@gmail.com. Our
mission is to help develop a space that will showcase
our club and all that we do- so your photos are
highly desired.

We have a new vice-president this year, Pete
Peterman, who has been gathering speakers with
dogged diligence. This year we will have a variety of
speakers and topics that should excite us all. We will
also have a movie night since our film last spring
was a huge success (Thank you to the Harris’s for
their recommendation and DVD). This club would
not be where it is not for its long-time members and
those that give so much of themselves and their time.
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Bill Boeh, not only provides thoughtful comments to
the board, he also serves as the secretary, noting all
that goes on during our meetings and aids in the
coordination of various bird counts.

Outside monthly meetings we go to some of the
greatest birding spots in southeastern Virginia. On
each of these field trips I learn so much from other
members, especially from our field trip coordinators
Andy Hawkins and Jason Strickland, who have
generated excitement for upcoming trips. Much like
our field trips another way to grow as a birder is to
take part in the HBRC’s Sunday Morning walks
(occurring on the 1%t and 3 Sundays of each month).
During these delightful and educational strolls
through Newport News Park | have gleaned so much
from Jane Frigo’s experience and pure passion for
birds that | wish every day was bird walk Sunday.
One other aspect that | know we all enjoy is reading
our newsletter and Tom Charlock has taken on the
mantle of newsletter editor with enthusiasm and
excitement. Perhaps his contributions go a bit
unnoticed but are significant and would be missed if
not present. | will share Tom’s encouragement to our
members to write up something for the newsletter,
perhaps a book review, some thoughts for nature
gardening, hints on planning a birding vacation or
even share your photos. This is your club so feel free
to put your stamp on it.

All of what we do would not be possible without our
members. Memberships start from September 1% to
August 31%, with dues being $15.00 for individuals
and $20.00 for families. These dues may be paid to
our delightful treasurer John Adair, who gives so
much of his energy to keeping the club running
smoothly. Though only a small fee is collected, we
are able to do so much and to our new members |
know you feel welcomed with the efforts of Gwen
Harris and her membership packet. Without these
and so many more who will be highlighted in the
future, 1 would not be the president I am and the club
would not be continuing its 66-year legacy. Let us
continue our symbiotic relationship as we enjoy the
nature of Hampton Roads.

Some new activities are going to be presented to the
club this year including an additional Sunday walk
(on the 4™ Sunday of September and October) at the
Noland Trail in Newport News. If you would like to
help lead this walk or want to take part, please let me
know. I will also be looking for some volunteers to
help with a Bird Bioblitz at Hampton University,

which was a huge success last year thanks to the
efforts of James Abbott.

To help promote our understanding of birds and to
give back to our members, we are also going to start
a series of birding workshops. Currently, the plan is
to have small groups meet for in-field workshops to
help develop their birding skills such as birding by
ear, identification of sparrows, or basics to bird
photography. Furthermore, | have spent time this
summer in the development of Birding Workshops
that may be more formalized as mini-classes for our
members in the future.

As we move into the fall I look forward to seeing
you all again and learning even more about our
feathered friends.

Field Trip to Hog Island
Saturday, 7:00 AM, Sept. 16, 2017

By Andy Hawkins

Entry into the Hog Island Wildlife Management
Area involves crossing the grounds of the Surry
nuclear power plant, and that means security: Bring
your driver’s license or passport for photo
identification. There will be a charge for this trip
because of the Game Commission permit of either 1
or 2 dollars depending on the number going. We
will meet at Huntington Park, Newport News, in the
beach parking lot nearest to the James River Bridge
at 6:45 AM and leave by 7:00 AM. There are no
services at Hog Island, so please bring water, snacks
and bug spray. We will return in early afternoon
with some probably stopping by Ragged Island.
Please email or call and let me know, if you are
interested, so | can get a number for the permit. My
email is andrewcurtishawkins@gmail.com and cell
is 757-870-9641. An update to this notice by email
only may follow; if you are not an email user,
consider to either attend the Thursday, September 14
meeting at Sandy Bottom or call to stay informed.
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Field Trip to Kiptopeke
and Northampton County

Saturday, 7:00 AM, Oct. 14, 2017

By Andy Hawkins

The HRBC fall season would hardly be complete
without a visit to the hawk-watch tower at the
Kiptopeke State Park. This trip to the Eastern Shore
will include stops at the Magothy Bay Natural Area
Preserve in Northampton County and Island 1 of the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel (CBBT). We will
meet on the Peninsula at Bass Pro in Hampton

at 6:45 AM and leave by 7:00 AM. Please sign up
at the Oct. 12 regular meeting at Sandy Bottom,
email me, or call. My email

is andrewcurtishawkins@gmail.com and cell is 757-
870-9641. An update to this notice by email only
may follow; so if you are not an email user, stay in
touch with either me or a HRBC friend who (1) is
internet savy and (2) plans to come.

Your Hospitality Committee
Needs Your Help!

By Dianne Snyder and Jane Frigo

The club has a social period just before each
Thursday monthly meeting from

6:30 pm — 7:00 pm. This is a great time to snack,
talk about the birds you have seen and get to know
some of our new members. The club provides table
cloths, napkins, paper plates, and cups as well as ice,
water, and lemonade. We need you to bring the
snacks.

We need three people to sign up to bring snacks each
month. It is helpful to get together with your fellow
snack providers and decide what to bring so we
don’t end up with three dishes of the same thing. A
great idea is to provide something salty such as chips
or pretzels, something sweet like cookies and
something healthy for those folks on restricted diets
such as veggies/dip or cheese and crackers.

It’s pretty easy: just pick up or fix your favorite
snack and bring it in. The table will be already set up
for you! For those who are creative, you are
welcome to jazz up the table with your own
decorations. Just remember to bring any utensils
needed such as serving spoons or plastic spoons and
forks. Also be sure you take any leftovers home.

Board members will be providing snacks for the
September and October meetings. A sign up sheet
will be passed around at the September meeting for
members to provide snacks at meetings from
November through May.

Birding at a Splendid Little
Tar Heel Zoo

By Andrew Hawkins

On a warm day in July, with storms threatening,
Richard Hudgins led a small expedition deep into the
wilds of central North Carolina in search of the
elusive Grus Americana or whooping crane along
with other rare and unusual water fowl. A mature
male and female whooping crane were spotted at the
Sylvan Heights Bird Park outside of Scotland Neck,
NC. Thus, began a wonderful trip sighting birds
from all over the world. Sylvan Heights was a scenic
two-hour drive from the Peninsula.
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We first stopped a few miles before Scotland Neck
for supplies at an establishment called Claudine’s
and enjoyed a wonderful lunch. After we loaded up
we headed into the wilds of Sylvan. Richard had
hired a guide to lead us through the six continents of
birds and somehow, we escaped the large storms all
around us with just a couple showers. Richard must
have connections with weather gods also.

Sylvan Heights Bird Park’s mission is “to advance
conservation of waterfowl and wetlands, to act as a
local educational resource for avian biology and
wetlands ecology, and to serve as an international
centre for avicultural training and research.” It is
this and much more. We spent a few enjoyable
hours viewing birds from all over the world. Over
2,000 waterfowl, parrots, toucans, flamingos, and
other exotic birds. They have a breeding program for
endangered species and supply birds to countries,
states and institutions around the world.

All in all, a quality outing with many thanks to
Richard Hudgins. | believe we will plan a club trip
in the late winter, when the waterfowl are in
breeding plumage and the weather is a bit cooler and
less humid.

Rare Bird - Pursuing the Mystery of
the Marbled Murrelet
by Maria Mudd Ruth (2005)

Reviewed by Nancy Gruttman-Tyler

Rare Bird was written by a non-birder, housewife,
author who became interested in the Marbled
Murrelet while working on a youngster’s book about
Pacific Coast ecosystems. The bird’s biggest
mystery...that ornithologists did not know anything
about its nesting habits until 1974...intrigued Maria
Mudd Ruth. How could a bird’s entire courtship and
nesting process have remained a scientific mystery
for 185 years (documented search period from 1789
to 1974)? Ruth subsequently devoted substantial
time, effort and money to learn about the history and
potential future of Marbled Murrelets—which she
describes as “resembling a baked potato with a
beak.” This small seabird spends most of its life on
the water, but lays its annual single egg on a moss-
covered branch in old-growth coastal forests
...sometimes as far as 30 miles inland. Once
hatched, the nestling spends hours alone, waiting for

either parent to bring its meals--a single, small fish
for it to swallow whole. When it’s time to fledge,
the tiny bird launches from its 100-ft high limb at
evening dusk and unfailingly heads toward open
water, alone and without guidance or direction.
Ruth reveals this amazing miracle of nature in a
series of chapters filled with stories of past and
present efforts to learn more about the elusive
murrelet. She interviewed people associated with
Marbled Murrelets through personal experience or
scientific research and relates their tales and
findings. The biggest threat to the bird’s existence is
the loss of ancient trees that it needs to pursue its
breeding efforts. Ruth’s compelling narrative
inspires the reader to seek out this mysterious bird
and to support conservation efforts to save the
Marbled Murrelet’s habitat.

It's Time to Pay Your Dues

by John Adair

September is the first month of the HRBC
membership year and the time to renew your
membership. The HRBC board voted to keep the
annual dues at $15 for single members and $20 for
families. You can pay dues by cash or check (made
out to HRBC) at the September 14 meeting, by mail
to the treasurer (address below), at Wild Birds
Unlimited in Yorktown, or AT Wild Wings Nature
Store in Newport News. No form is required unless
there are changes to your address/email/phone
information. Please support your club and help your
(volunteer) treasurer by renewing on time.

John Adair (HRBC Treasurer)
109 Nansemond Turn, Yorktown VA 23693

Treasurer John Adair explains the benefits of family
membership in HRBC to Meredith Bell’s
granddaughter



Had enough of humidity and bugs this Who organized this meat eating, global
summer? We had a jolly respite at the warming fete? Dianne Snyder, Jane Frigo,
and Wendy Maxey, of course.

Annual HRBC Picnic, June 3, 2017

James Abbott and Richard Hudgins
discuss politics in Costa Rica.

Lieve Keeney, Charm Peterman, and Angie Herring

The Three Hungry Carnivores above
sought a meal. It was supplied by the
Four Smokey Cookers of beef below.

And birding. Dot Silsby advises Lee Bell
on optics for the coming generation.

John Adair, Andy Hawkins, Ellis Maxey, Bill Boeh




Report of Field Tripon 8/17/17 to Craney Island

The usual season for HRBC field trips runs from September to May. However, during early August, Andy
Hawkins was presented with an unexpected opportunity: A short-fuse opening on August 17 at Craney Island,
a restricted area that’s the best place to observe coastal birds in our area. Andy’s personal schedule prevented
him from being at Craney on that date, but he organized the group by email, and Jason Strickland led us. The
group was large and included half a dozen visitors from other clubs. One was eastern shore resident Edward
“Ned” Brinkley, author of the fine Field Guide to Birds of North America.

Our biggest surprise came early, on the west of the dredge-spoil area, near the corner with the natural southern
shore of Hampton Roads harbor. There was a great release of effluent drawing over a hundred marine birds of
wide variety, many not common, in a dense pack near the shoreline. A rare sight. Jason’s total count for the
four-hour, morning expedition was 49 species and 4 taxa. Pods of dolphins were seen bobbing near the shore.
Swarms of mosquitoes were closer.

Only a small portion of Craney is natural. We were on the dry moonscape of the Craney Island Dredged
Material Management Area (CIDMMA). Vegetation in the huge wet enclosures was not conspicuous. The
numbers to the right of the many species in the table below tell that something in that wet is quite alive. The
future Craney Island Marine Terminal will be built to the southeast of the present mess; it will service new
container ships of deeper draft. Science is monitoring some of the changes to Craney. Our big crowd ran into a
small team from Coastal Virginia Wildlife Observatory (CVWO) doing a routine weekly survey, with
permission of the Army Corps of Engineers. Former HRBC President Dave Youker gave us a hello from the
CVWO team.

Northern Shoveler 18 Stilt Sandpiper 12 Great Black-backed Gull 6
Mallard 50 Sanderling 2 Least Tern 120

American Black Duck 8 Least Sandpiper 100 Gull-billed Tern 1
Mallard/American Black Duck 10 White-rumped Sandpiper 5 Caspian Tern 5
Double-crested Cormorant 75 Semipalmated Sandpiper 800 Black Tern 2

Brown Pelican 50 Semipalmated/Western Sandpiper 1 Royal Tern 2

Great Blue Heron 5 peep sp. 1000 Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 2
Great Egret 19 Short-billed Dowitcher 4 Chimney Swift 3

Snowy Egret 42 Wilson's Phalarope 5 Downy Woodpecker 1
Green Heron 3 Red-necked Phalarope 5 Fish Crow 2

Glossy Ibis 1 Spotted Sandpiper 4 Purple Martin 2

Osprey 12 Greater Yellowlegs 4 Barn Swallow 10
Cooper's Hawk 1 Willet (Eastern) 1 Song Sparrow 1
Black-necked Stilt 25 Willet (Western) 15 Northern Cardinal 1
American Avocet 272 Lesser Yellowlegs 300 Blue Grosbeak 1
Black-bellied Plover 2 Laughing Gull 20 Red-winged Blackbird 2
Semipalmated Plover 8 Ring-billed Gull 1 Boat-tailed Grackle 2
Killdeer 2 Herring Gull 1




President Shawn Dash drshawntdash@gmail.com  (915)-471-1287

Vice President Pete Peterman rwpeterman@verizon.net (757) 766-8658
Secretary William Boeh dolphrogl@yahoo.com (757) 766-2144
Treasurer John Adair adairjj@bunt.com (757) 224-8920
Board (7/15-6/18) Andy Hawkins andrewcurtishawkins@gmail.com (757) 833-0371
Board: (7/16-6/19) Dave Youker Youkerd@aol.com (757) 344-9385
Board: (7/17-6/20) Walter Harris walterandgwenharris@cox.net (757) 898-8649
Field Trip Coordinator ~ Jason Strickland jmstrickland228@gmail.com (757) 739-6939
Web Editor Wendy Maxey emaxey@verizon.net (757) 483-3003
Web Editor Ellis Maxey emaxey@verizon.net (757) 483-3003
Hospitality Jane Frigo birderjane@gmail.com (757) 873-0721
Hospitality Dianne Snyder dianne5657@cox.net (757) 872-6747
Newsletter Editor Thomas Charlock TomCharlock@gmail.com  (757) 599-3418
Publicity Katrina Dash kmdash4@gmail.com (915)-471-1287
Membership Gwen Harris walterandgwenharris@cox.net (757) 898-8649

To join the Hampton Roads Bird Club, please fill out the form below and bring it along with your check
(payable to Hampton Roads Bird Club) to the next meeting or mail to: John Adair, 109 Nansemond Turn,
Yorktown, Virginia 23693. Membership is from September 1% to August 31%. Dues are $15.00 for
individuals and $20.00 for families. NOTE: Membership dues can be paid at Wild Wings Nature Store in the
Glendale Shopping Center in Newport News, or at Wild Birds on Kiln Creek Parkway in Yorktown. Meetings
are held at the Sandy Bottom Nature Park, 1255 Big Bethel Road, Hampton, VA, on the second Thursday of
the month, September through May, at 6:30 PM.

Hampton Roads Bird Club — Membership Form

Renewal New Member

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

0 Check this box to receive newsletter via email/website instead of hard copy by mail.

Editor (T. Charlock)

Hampton Roads Bird Club

22 Executive Drive

Newport News, Virginia 23606-2225
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