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Hampton Roads Bird Club
General Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2026[image: ]


1. The meeting was held at Sandy Bottom Nature Park and called to order at 7:12 p.m.  There were 34 attendees.
2. New members/visitors: there were a couple of new members and several visitors.
3. Bird Sightings: Shawn Dash observed Brants off Ft Monroe; Bill Boeh observed a Cackling Goose during the Christmas Bird Count in Mathews.  Common Merganser was observed at Stumpy Lakel, and the Short-eared Owls are being observed from the Messick Point parking lot at sunset.  Multiple members reported Baltimore Orioles at feeders.
4. ID Challenge:  None due to technical difficulties.
5. Reports:
a. President:  No report.
b. Membership:  Noted multiple new members present.
c. Publication (newsletter): Thanked contributors and photographers, please send inputs by February 25 for the next newsletter.
d. Host: Thanked those who donated items to the auction and those who purchased those items; $661 raised.
e. Publicity: vacant
f. Website: not present.
g. Treasurer: No report.
h. Field Trip: Cheseapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel trip is January 24.  If you’re not going on the tunnel portion, you can still join in for additional birding afterward on the Eastern Shore.  James advised there was a Ross’s Goose on his property on the Eastern Shore.
6. Open Discussion: None
7. Program Notes: Pacific Northwest Birdwatching by James Abbott.  Aug 23 September 1, 2025.  James described his travel itinerary, target species, hotspots, boat excursions, and visits to Mount Rainier and Olympic National Park, and of course the birds he and his wife observed there.  If you plan to visit the area James will gladly share details of his trip with you.
8. The meeting adjourned at 800: p.m.
Submitted by:  William Boeh, Secretary
Approved by:  Dr. Shawn Dash, President
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