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January 9 Meeting
6:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Program
at Sandy Bottom Nature Park

“"Raptor Wildlife Rehabilitation”
By Dana Lusher

Dana Lusher, President of Nature’s Nanny Wildlife
Rehabilitation in Chesapeake, VA, will present a
program on her experiences in saving and
rehabilitating raptors especially owls. She is licensed
by the state for rehabilitating birds, raptors, and
waterbirds. She works with the Wildlife Center of
Virginia in Waynesboro using their facilities to see if
the raptor can be returned to the wild. Some injuries
do not allow the bird to be released, so she has been
granted permission from Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fishery to have them as wildlife
ambassadors to teach the public about wildlife. She
will bring those that are available for the program.
She has been showing some of her owls at Wild
Birds Unlimited stores on the Southside and has
presented programs entitled Living Harmoniously
with Owls to others.

Hosted by Bill Boeh, Virginia Boyles, and Rochelle
Colestock

Eurasian tawny owl (G.-L. Leclerc, 1707-88)

February 13 Meeting
6:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Program
at Sandy Bottom Nature Park

“"How’d Dey Do Dat?”
By Teta Kain

Many incredible stories about the world of nature
would be impossible for us to believe without proof
through scientific research and exploration. Using
her own photographs, excerpts from the internet and
various publications, Teta has put together a
PowerPoint presentation of some of those
astonishing discoveries that have been made through
long-term observations and modern technology.

Teta has been a wildlife photographer for over 40
years, and has traveled extensively, photographing
everything from bugs to birds. Since she and her
husband arrived in Virginia in 1978, Teta has been
involved with many nature and environmental
organizations. She was president of the Hampton
Roads Bird Club in the late 1980s and was compiler
of the Newport News Christmas bird count in the
early 1990s. Over a 27-year period she served on the
board of the Virginia Society of Ornithology as
president, secretary, chairman of the state bird
records committee (VARCOM), and editor of the
state’s bird journal, The Raven. She received the
Society’s Myriam P. Moore award for outstanding
service in 2008.

Hosted by James Abbott and Ryan Walsh

The scheduling of meeting presentations is done by
HRBC Vice President Pete Peterman, who also
provides the information about them.



HRBC Outdoors January-February

Regular bird walks in Newport News Park
First and third Sundays all months at 7:00 AM.
Meet at big parking lot behind Ranger Station.
No bird walk on March 1, 2020 because of
the One City Marathon.

Leader: Jane Frigo (home 757-873-0721,

cell 757-660-3405, birderjane(@gmail.com)

Field Trip to Beaverdam Park (this page)
Saturday, 7:30 AM, January 11, 2020

Leader: Jason Strickland

757-739-6939 (cell phone text message preferred)
also try jmstrickland228@gmail.com

Newport News Park Sector Count (this page)
Saturday, 7:00-10:00 AM, January 25, 2020
Leader: Jane Frigo (home 757-873-0721,

cell 757-660-3405, birderjane(@gmail.com)

Field Trip to Back Bay Tram Ride (see page 3)
Saturday, 7:00 AM, February 22, 2020

Leader: Jason Strickland

757-739-6939 (cell phone text message preferred)
also try jmstrickland228@gmail.com

Field Trip to
Beaverdam Park in Gloucester
Saturday, 7:30 AM, January 11, 2020

By Jason Strickland

Beaverdam Park is a new destination for HRBC field
trips. On December 29 our own Harry Colestock
recorded 38 species there, including multi-scores
each of hooded mergansers, red-breasted mergansers
and American coot, with smaller counts of ruddy
duck, pied-billed grebe and bufflehead. The main
entrance to Beaverdam Park is about an hour from
midtown Newport News. Take US 17N and turn for
the north end of VA 616/Roaring Springs Road.
Some trails there are of moderate difficulty (more
climbing than on the Peninsula). For questions,
please use text message to my cell phone (757-739-
6939). I check email jmstrickland228(@gmail.com
less frequently.

Eurasian coot (G.-L. Leclerc, 1707-88)

Winter Count of Newport News Park
Saturday, 7-10 AM, January 25, 2020

By Jane Frigo

The 2020 Newport News Park Winter Count is a
dedicated HRBC survey which is not tied to larger
state or country-wide campaign. As with previous
years there will be 5 sectors, each with a leader who
is responsible for keeping the count on ebird. The
sectors are:

Section 1: Campground

Section 2: West of Constitution Ave.
(Ranger Station Lakeside)

Section 3: East of Constitution Ave.
(Arboretum/Discovery Center)

Section 4: White Oak Trail
(Swamp Bridge to Spawning Pond)

Section 5: Golf Course/Bluebird Trail



The support of scientific birding is a central focus of
our club. In December and May we lead counts for
each species over the entire lower Peninsula. The
twice a month Sunday walks at the park provide
information not covered in the December/May
counts. Although useful to list the species seen, the
Sunday records do not provide the numbers of
individuals seen.

A sign-up sheet showing the five sectors will be
passed around at the January meeting. Or you can
contact me by phone or email (home 757-873-0721,
cell 757-660-3405, birderjane(@gmail.com). The
groups will meet at the large shelter by the Ranger
Station at 7:00 AM and review assignments. The
groups will return to the shelter by 10:00 AM to
share coffee and donuts and discuss the mornings
sightings. This is an easy, fun activity.

Field Trip to Back Bay Tram Ride
Saturday, 7:00 AM, Feb. 22, 2020

By Jason Strickland

We will meet at Bass Pro in Hampton at 7:00 AM
and will leave at 7:15 AM heading for Back Bay
National Wildlife Refuge (BBNWR) in Virginia
Beach. We will bird around the Visitors Center until
8:50 AM or so, and the tram will pull out at 9:00
AM. BBNWR has huge, controlled ponds to attract
migrating birds, and we are mostly confined to the
tram when traversing the Refuge. The tram is open
so dress accordingly. As in years past, we are
generally free to walk once we reach False Cape
State Park. We’ll stop the tram along the way to
view waterfowl, hike to the beach and return to the
Visitors Center at 1:00 pm. There is an $8.00 charge
per person for the mandatory tram ride. This trip is a
great way to see wintering waterfowl and other
animals. The trip is limited to 24, so a waiting list
will be started if 24 is reached. For questions, please
use text message to my cell phone (757-739-6939). 1
check email jmstrickland228@gmail.com less
frequently.

Full seasonal plumage on display by Charm
Peterman, Gwen Harris, and Vicki Youker

Last Year’'s Holiday Party

By Jane Frigo

Thank you to all who made the 2019 holiday dinner
a success. Special thanks to Susan Morris for her
beautiful table decorations. Her talent in capturing a
bit of nature's beauty and bringing it into our
celebration is truly appreciated! This is the second
year she has volunteered to take on this task.

Nancy Gruttman-Tyler and Nick Flanders chat on
the left while Nick's son reaches for a treat from
stooping mom Elissa Enders. Terri Cuthriell is at

right. Katrina and Henry Dash enjoy the tree at rear.



Impeachment advice? Not a murmur of such
from former and current club presidents
Dave Youker and Shawn Dash.

Special thanks, too, goes to Charm Peterman for
seeing that our room arrangement was comfortable
and for giving the blessing. Pete Peterman provided
the visual presentation and Vicki Cooper provided
the music. Marc Nichols pulled out all the chairs and
tables that we needed, and Ellis Maxey and Keith
and Blake Frigo helped in moving them around to
Charm's specifications!

Keith Frigo, Angie Herring, Jane Frigo,
and Anne Boeh

Angie Herring shares a moment with Richard
Hudgins, former club treasurer

Everyone pitched in at the end of the evening
making for a speedy clean-up. We are truly blessed
to have so many talented and hard-working members
in the Hampton Roads Bird Club.

Red-vested Dot Silsby was asked to solicit a smile
from Marc Nichols. Despite the fine example shown
by Nancy Gruttman-Tyler, Marc elected to maintain

character by modeling a slice of cucumber as an
orthodontic piece.



Deadline for Membership Renewal

by John Adair, Treasurer

If you haven't paid your dues for this club year (Sep
1,2019 - Aug 31, 2020), NOW is the time! (If you
are not sure, please contact the treasurer.) Dues
remain $15 (individual), $20 (family) and can be
paid at the next meeting (January 9th), at Wild
Wings Nature Store in Newport News, at Wild Birds
Unlimited in Yorktown, or by mail to the treasurer.
Club dues are payable in September each year and if
you want to avoid forgetting next year, simply
double your payment and your next due date will be
tracked. John Adair's contact information: HRBC
Treasurer, 109 Nansemond Turn, Yorktown VA
23693, adairjj@bunt.com, 757-268-5446.

Bits of Bird Science

“3 Billion Birds Gone”

In September of 2019 the journal Science
featured a study of bird populations starting
from 1970 in the US and Canada. The
outstanding report was an estimated 29%
decrease in the total avifauna over that domain.
A team led by Kenneth V. Rosenberg, a
conservation scientist at Cornell University and
the American Bird Conservancy, used citizen-
science based records such as North American
Breeding Bird Survey and the Audubon
Christmas Bird Count. Special algorithms
applied to a decade of NEXRAD weather radar
data at 143 stations were used to buttress the
investigation by providing an estimate of
nocturnal springtime bird migrations. A 14%
decrease in spring migration over 10 years was
asserted to be consistent with that inferred from
the ground-based eyeball counts.

A half-century decrease of 29% in the total
avian population was obtained by analysis of
data on 76% of the bird species in the US and
Canada. The other species account for only a
small fraction of the total population. Changes
in population were determined in 10
geographical regions. Birds in grasslands fared
the worst, losing 53%. Eastern forests lost 17%.
Coasts lost 15%. But wetland birds increased
about 12%.

Say there were 10 birds of a given species in
1970. Half a century later, 7 of the 10 eastern
meadowlarks were gone; same for chimney
swifts. Indigo buntings and blue jays both did
better, each species losing only 2 of the original
10. Ducks and geese were generally winners.
The winners could applaud the pressures on the
management of wetlands exerted by Ducks
Unlimited (90% of their members are hunters).

The analysis of Rosenberg et al. made many
assumptions and used some clever math. One
hopes for alternative studies with similar data;
that’s how science moves forward. This
investigation was supported by several large
organizations, including the American Bird
Conservancy, which registered the web domain
https://www.3billionbirds.org/

a month before the study went to press in Science,
as noted by UNDARK Magazine. UNDARK, an
online review of the relationship of science to
culture, is associated with MIT. Articles on the
Rosenberg et al. analysis appeared in over 200
news outlets, including front page coverage by
the New York Times.

Kenneth V. Rosenberg, Adriaan M. Dokter, Peter J.
Blancher, John R. Sauer, Adam C. Smith, Paul A.
Smith, Jessica C. Stanton, Arvind Panjabi, Laura
Helft, Michael Parr, Peter P. Marra. Decline of the
North American avifauna. Science, 2019;
eaaw1313 DOI: 10.1126/science.aaw1313

Cornell University. "US and Canada have lost more
than 1 in 4 birds in the past 50 years." ScienceDaily.
ScienceDaily, 19 September 2019.
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190
919142331.htm

For a short commentary by Michael Schulson,
google search for “UNDARK 3 Billion Birds”.




President Shawn Dash drshawntdash@gmail.com 915-471-1287
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Treasurer John Adair adairjj@bunt.com 757-224-8920
Board: (7/17-6/20) Walter Harris walterandgwenharris@cox.net 757-898-8649
Board: (7/18-6/21) Brian Magill b.e.magilll57@netzero.com  757-810-2435
Board: (7/19-6/22) Barbara Abraham araknophyl@cox.net 757-244-0767
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Web Editor Ellis Maxey emaxey(@verizon.net 757-483-3003
Hospitality Jane Frigo birderjane@gmail.com 757-873-0721
Hospitality Dianne Snyder dianne5657@cox.net 757-872-6747
Newsletter Editor Thomas Charlock tomcharlock@gmail.com 757-599-3418
Publicity Michael Meyer michael.meyer@cnu.edu 757-303-4790
Membership Gwen Harris walterandgwenharris@cox.net 757-898-8649

To join the Hampton Roads Bird Club, please fill out the form below and bring it along with your check (payable to Hampton Roads
Bird Club) to the next meeting or mail to: John Adair, 109 Nansemond Turn, Yorktown, Virginia 23693. Membership is from
September 1*' to August 31°. Dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families. NOTE: Membership dues can be paid at
Wild Wings Nature Store in the Glendale Shopping Center in Newport News, or at Wild Birds on Kiln Creek Parkway in Yorktown.
Meetings are held at the Sandy Bottom Nature Park, 1255 Big Bethel Road, Hampton, VA, on the second Thursday of the month,
September through May, at 6:30 PM.
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Renewal New Member
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Email:

Check this box to receive newsletter via email/website instead of hard copy by mail.

Editor (T. Charlock)

Hampton Roads Bird Club

22 Executive Drive

Newport News, Virginia 23606-2225




